Denver Public Schools – New Schools Process 2009

In February of 2009 Denver Public Schools issued a request for proposals for new schools that could demonstrate an ability to improve academic achievement, graduation rates, and college readiness for Denver’s students.   DPS requested proposals for two types of schools:
· Charter Schools

· Independently-operated public schools approved pursuant to the Colorado Charter School Act, C.R.S. § 22-30.5-101.

· Operate under the governance of a separate board of directors
· Funded by public dollars that support education

· Have greater autonomy over staffing, curriculum, and operations of the school

· Performance Schools

· New DPS schools with new leaders, new programs, and new students.

· Operate under governance of the DPS Board of Education
· Funded by public dollars that support education
· May seek greater autonomy over staffing, curriculum and operations of the school through the Innovation Schools process. 

In April DPS received 17 proposals for new schools including 12 Charter Schools and 5 Performance Schools (see attached list).  DPS is currently in the process of conducting a thorough review and evaluation of these proposals.  The review and approval process is outlined below.
· Applicant Review Team (ART) – DPS review team consists of internal and external experts in the various aspects of  new school development and operation (e.g. curriculum, budget, English Language Learners, alternative education, etc) which
·  review and evaluate each proposal
·  interview each applicant 
· make recommendations to the New Schools Office and the superintendent
· School Improvement Accountability Council (SIAC)  - a statutorily defined independent review committee made up of community members that 
· review and evaluate each Charter school proposal
·  interview each applicant 
· make recommendations directly to the Board of Education
·  New Schools Office and Superintendent – make recommendations to the Board on behalf of the district.  Recommendations are based on ART recommendation and an internal analysis of district need
· Board of Education – responsible for approving or denying new schools.  The Board’s process is that members:
· receive copies of proposals and executive summaries
· hear applicant presentations
· hosts two public comment sessions (May 21 and June 18) 
· receive recommendations from the Superintendent and from SIAC 
The Board will vote to approve or deny new schools proposals on June 18
